For Italy, as not Arctic country, the main expectation is that SAON could became the vehicle through which to simplify and at the same time increase relevance of our contribution to Arctic Council, its strategy and strategic actions for Science. Participate to SAON and contribute to its growth means to be actively part of the multinational engagement for sustained and coordinated pan-Arctic observing and data sharing systems, better connecting our research activities, in particular those for long-term observations, to the international efforts.

As targeted joint effort of the Arctic Council (through AMAP) and the International Arctic Science Committee, SAON has the possibility to include membership of Arctic and non-Arctic countries as well as different Institutions and Organizations, and, in this way, realize the framework necessary to leverage existing efforts and networks, contribute to reduce duplications and redundancies, promote through SAON Committees strategic actions devoted to assure SAON vision. 

AS joint effort of a political and a scientific Organization, both covering the whole Arctic, SAON is in a unique position, and can provide the necessary bridge between Science and Politics. What achieved at the Arctic Ministerial in Washington D.C. is a clear exemplification that politics is looking in this direction.

