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Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and SAON


1. Background
SAON applied to be a ‘Participating Organisation’ in the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and was recognized by the GEO-XI Plenary Session in November 2014.  There are currently 106 Participating Organizations in GEO, comprised of UN agencies, foundations, the World Bank and other scientific or technical associations that have an interest in, mandate in, and/or use Earth observations and geospatial data.
Recognition requires that 
· The organisation has an interest,  mandate in or use Earth observations or related activities 
· The organisation formally endorses the GEO 2016-2025 Strategic Plan[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/GEO_Strategic_Plan_2016_2025_Implementing_GEOSS.pdf ] 

· An application is approved by the GEO Plenary[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  https://www.earthobservations.org/governance.php ] 

In the application, the purpose/activity of SAON is described as ‘To provide international coordination of, and advocacy for, all forms of Arctic monitoring and observational platforms and resources’.
The proposed contribution for SAON to GEO’s Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) is described as ‘SAON TO SERVE AS THE “ARCTIC EXTENSION” / LIAISON FOR GEO/GEOSS’.
This document discusses if SAON should exert leadership for a regional initiative, to be characterized as ‘ArcticGEOSS’.


2. GEO Organisation
There are currently 104 member countries[footnoteRef:3] and 106 Participating Organizations to GEO[footnoteRef:4]. In addition there is a series of regional initiatives, and many of which are similar to SAON, but in other parts of the world, including: [3:  https://www.earthobservations.org/members.php ]  [4:  https://www.earthobservations.org/pos.php ] 

AfriGEOSS[footnoteRef:5] with the goal to “provide the necessary framework for African countries and organizations as well as international partners to access and leverage on-going local and international bilateral and multilateral EO-based initiatives across Africa, thereby creating synergies and minimizing duplication for the benefit of the continent”; and [5:  https://www.earthobservations.org/afrigeoss.php ] 

AmeriGEOSS[footnoteRef:6] is “a regional community resource to promote collaboration and coordination among the GEO members in the American continent. Your resource to share, find, discover, learn and participate in coordinated, comprehensive and sustained Earth observations for understanding and decision-making.”  [6:  https://www.earthobservations.org/amerigeoss.php ] 



3. What are the expectations to SAON. What effort is required? 
A basic principle is that the regional initiative should be building on what it is already occuring in the area. In addition, the expectation from GEO is that the regional initiative adheres to these overarching principles: 
All contributing GEO organisations involved in, or leading regional initiatives are different and have chosen different focus areas. What is important to GEO is that the regional initiative addresses the issues that are important for the region. In other words, the organizations participating in the regional initiative exert the requisite leadership to address whatever is in focus in the region. 
GEO has defined a series of Social Benefit Areas (SBAs) for which it views its work, and the regional initiative should be able to map its activities to (a subset of) these. It should be noted that SAON is already contributing to the GEO Cold Region Initiative (GEOCRI). 
The regional initiative should, to the extent possible, adhere to GEO’s overarching goals and objectives including the importance of broad, open data policies, integrated Earth observations (across domains, across space-based and in situ observations, and across organizations) and advocacy for sustained Earth observations – a key tenant of SAON.
An implementation plan should exist for the regional initiative so that others, including potential supporters, may become aware of key actions, milestones and deliverables.


4. What is it GEO can offer?
GEO can give SAON visibility and advocacy at its annual meeting (of 104 Member countries and 106 Participating Organizations); with the GEO Principals and their Ministries in each of the Arctic Nations; with its Executive Committee where currently three Arctic Nations sit – (Russian Federation, U.K. and USA), as well as the European Commission; through its global communication mechanisms; and through its GEOSS Common Infrastructure (GCI) where more than 200 million Earth observation resources are discoverable and accessible.  SAON could also leverage this infrastructure for registering its own resources.


5. Recommendation
When Barbara Ryan addressed the SAON Board in Fairbanks, she noted that the strength of SAON is that it is an existing framework for both Arctic and non-Arctic nations, but also for organisations and networks with an interest and mandate in the Arctic. She could not see any other organisation that could have the role of SAON within GEO. 
The recommendation is that SAON seeks recognition as ‘ArcticGEOSS’.



