




EC-PHORS-9, Final report
Executive Council Panel of Experts on Polar and High Mountain Observations, Research and Services (EC-PHORS). Geneva, Switzerland 27-29 March 2019.

Excerpt from draft final report: 
It is important for WMO to continue engaging with the Arctic Council to facilitate collaboration at regional and national level. The Panel agreed that WMO should play a stronger role in SAON, in particular regarding those observing networks within the scope of WMO activities (weather, water, cryosphere, ocean, climate), for (i) assisting SAON to linking observing networks in the Arctic with societal benefits and decision making requirements (e.g. information and services to transportation, environmental risk, adaptation and resilience in the Arctic); and (ii) facilitating the provision of third party data to WMO and the larger community. In turn, WMO can offer its infrastructure to support SAON Strategy. 
Á Snorrason invited the Panel to consider focusing WMO’s engagement with SAON, within the framework of the Arctic Council. He invited the panel to recommend that WMO supports its Members in taking a stronger role in SAON, to deliver the components under SAON’s mandate which are well aligned with the scope of Members within the WMO framework (i.e. the WIGOS components). D Grimes reminded the group that the presence of groups like IASC, SAON, is an opportunity to coordinate the observation framework in the polar regions, and develop stronger links with the social sciences and the societal benefits. 
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