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Mission Statement

SAON's vision is a connected, collaborative, and comprehensive long-term pan-Arctic Observing System that
serves societal needs. SAON's mission is to facilitate, coordinate, and advocate for coordinated international
pan-Arctic observations and to mobilize the support needed to sustain them.

Major Activities

SAON has three goals and SAON’s guiding principles support its work across these:
1. Create a roadmap to a well-integrated Arctic Observing System;

2. Promote free and ethically open access to all Arctic observational data;and

3. Ensure sustainability of Arctic observing

Upcoming Arctic related activities / new initiatives

These ongoing and upcoming activities will address Goal 1:

- SAON'’s Roadmap for Arctic Observing and Data Systems (ROADS) process will identify Essential Arctic
Variables, identified by their importance to multiple information user groups and applications, where Arctic
Indigenous collaboration is critical for the success of the process and outcome.

- The Polar Observing Asset working group (POAwg) will provide technical guidance for sharing information
about observing activities.

These ongoing activities within the Arctic Data Committee are addressing Goal 2:
- Polar Data Discovery Enhancement Research (POLDER)

- Polar Semantics Working Group
- Data policy group

Organization Structure

SAON's Goals 1 and 2 are addressed through the SAON Committee on Observing and Networks (CON) and
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