


Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks (SAON) celebrates 10 years.

Vision, Mission and Goals 
SAON was established as a joint initiative of the Arctic Council and IASC through the AC Nuuk Declaration (2011). This declaration recognizes the “importance of the Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks (SAON) process as a major legacy of the International Polar Year for enhancing scientific observations and data-sharing”. Arctic Council appoints the chair of SAON, and IASC appoints the vice-chair. Currently, Sandy Starkweather, NOAA, USA is the chair, and Mikko Strahleendorff, FMI, Finland is the vice-chair. 
SAON's vision is a connected, collaborative, and comprehensive long-term pan-Arctic Observing System that serves societal needs. The mission of SAON is to facilitate, coordinate, and advocate for coordinated international pan-Arctic observations and mobilize the support needed to sustain them.
The SAON has approved a 10-year strategy and implementation plan and adopted the following three goals:
1. Create a roadmap to a well-integrated Arctic Observing System;
2. Promote free and ethically open access to all Arctic observational data; and
3. Ensure sustainability of Arctic observing.
Addressing these goals require the expertise and cooperation of a wide range of stakeholders and knowledge systems. This includes but is not limited to collaboration with policy-makers at all levels, Arctic Indigenous Peoples organizations, non-Arctic states, academia, civil society and the private sector, as well as engagement from other multilateral/international groups. SAON believes that effective implementation will require the participation of Indigenous Peoples and local communities and gender-balanced approaches. S
SAON is connecting the Arctic Observing System with global initiatives as a member of the Group on Earth Observation and organizing within it the Arctic part of the Global Earth Observing System of Systems (Arctic GEOSS).

Create a roadmap to a well-integrated Arctic Observing System. 
In its strategy, SAON has identified the need for a Roadmap for Arctic Observing and Data Systems (ROADS) as a way of defining the needed Observing and Data System and to specify how the various partners and players are going to collectively work towards achieving that system. ROADS seeks to generate a systems-level view of observing requirements and implementation strategies. All interested countries, Arctic as well as non-Arctic, are invited to contribute to this process. 

Promote free and ethically open access to all Arctic observational data
Activities under this goal are:
· Workshops every 2nd month under the heading “Polar to Global Online Interoperability and Data Sharing”
· The Polar Data Forum (PDF) focuses on improving how people and systems can share data in a meaningful way. The goal is to move towards open and connected systems based on a culture of trust and acknowledgement of data production and use. The ADC arranged the PDF in cooperation with partners in 2013 and 2015 and 2019, and the next is planned for 2021.
· The Vocabularies and Semantics Working Group coordinates vocabularies and semantics development activities across the polar information community.

Arctic Observing Summit
The Arctic Observing Summit (AOS) is SAON’s outreach event. AOS is a high-level, biennial summit that aims to provide community-driven, science-based guidance for the design, implementation, coordination and sustained long-term (decades) operation of an international network of Arctic observing systems. The next 6th AOS will be held in 2022 in the context of ASSW in Tromsø, Norway.

SAON web site: https://www.arcticobserving.org 
