
Sustained Arctic Observing Networks (SAON) Phase II

Survey

The Arctic Council has agreed to establish a formal body, in partnership with IASC and WMO, to continue the development of  Sustained Arctic Observing Networks (SAON). This body – the SAON Steering Group (SAON SG) – was formed in May 2009 and consists of national coordinators representing the eight Arctic countries, permanent participants in the Arctic Council, and representatives of the Arctic Council working groups. With the inclusion of representatives from IASC and WMO, the SAON SG is also connected to the Arctic science, observing and data management activities and interests of the non-Arctic countries, as well as to global observing systems.

The SAON SG is the successor to the SAON IG (Initiating Group), which organized a consultative process during International Polar Year 2007-2009 that culminated in a set of recommendations for the development of  Sustained Arctic Observing Networks. This survey continues the process of gathering information that will assist the SAON SG as it strives to facilitate the development of SAON and the realisation of Arctic and global value-added services and benefits. The SAON SG relies on information and advice from those who operate observing sites, systems and networks, provide data and information management services, and use the observing data and information.

The survey consists of two questions and an inventory form requesting some basic information about your Arctic observing site, system or network, or data and information management activity. Please take the time to complete the survey and help the SAON SG to best serve the Arctic observing community of operators and users.

Question 1.
a. How can the SAON SG best assist you? 

b. What do you see as the role of the SAON SG?

Question 2. What are the critical issues facing your observing program or data and information management program?

· please limit your response to a brief desription of no more than 3 critical issues.

Inventory of Observing Sites, Systems & Networks

This form is intended to register  basic information about observing sites, systems and networks, and data and information management archives/centres,  that are interested in contributing to the development of Sustained Arctic Observing Networks  (SAON). The information will later become available at the SAON Web site -  www.arcticobserving.org  The inventory focusses on existing and planned observing sites and networks that are, or have the potential to become, pan-Arctic in scope. 

Name and acronym: ……………………………………………………………..(………….)

Contact person (e-mail) ………………………………………………………………………

Web site (if any) ……………………………………………………………………………..

Main objective of the network:……………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Member of or connected to a global network; if yes, which: …………………………………………..

Type of activity:

- Theme: 


- Atmosphere…..

- Terrestrial ecosystem, including freshwater ……

- Marine ecosystem

- Coastal ……




- Ocean ……..




- Cryosphere …..




- Human & socio-economic …..




- Space physics ……..

- Location(s):…..

- Community-based: …...

- Coordination, e.g. not directly involved in observations, but coordinating data and information (e.g., AMAP):…..

Main variables: ………………………………………………………………………………

When operational (year):………….

Geographical coverage (countries) …………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Data archive/centre, including Web site: …………………………………………………………………..

Data availability:



- Metadata only: …



- All data: ……



- Charge or no charge for data: ………………………………………………….

Main gaps, e.g., geographic coverage, variables: …………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………….
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